
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1812.] 



Documents, 



139 



and John Wilks, Esqrs., the Secretaries to 
this committee, have essentially contribut- 
ed to their present success, and deserve their 
highest approbation, and warmest thanks. 
10th. That these Resolutions 1« pub- 
licly advertised, signed by the chairman, 
and be respectfully communicated to the 
noblemen and gentlemen to whom they 

relate. 

Samuel mills, .Chairman. 
11th. That the wise and impartial con- 
duct of the chairman, not only at the pre- 
sent meeting, but upon every occasion, 
has obtained for him the permanent and in- 
creasing esteem of this committee. 



MR. WWILL'S ?ETITI0N. 

/Presented by Mr. Whitbread, during tie late 
sesiien ; -with nearly 10,000 signatures. J 

To the Hon. the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble petition of the undersigned 
being Protestants dissenting from the 
Church of England, or, 

(Protestant Christians.) 

Showeth, 

That it is the duty of all men to exa- 
mine as diligently as may be in their 
power, the. doctrines of religion, and, af- 
tv such diligent examination, to adopt 
and to profess what may appear to them 
to be the truth; and that, in the perfor- 
mance of that duty, men ought not to be 
obstructed, or discouraged, or otherwise 
tempted to act hypocritically, by any law, 
tending to bias them in the course of such 
examination of the doctrines of religion, 
by subjecting them, in the case of their 
dissenting from the doctrines of any esta- 
blished church, to suffer death by burning 
or otherwise, or to suffer any corporal or 
pecuniary punishment, or to be injured in 
their reputation by any disability, more or 
Jess disgraceful. 

That your petitioners acknowledge, with 
high satisfaction, that, in the present reign, 
considerable progress has been made to- 
wards the full restoration of the rights of 
conscience, by the wisdom of Parliament, 
and the benignity of the King rescinding 
various laws, in whole or in part, which 
were violations of those rights ; yet, since 
other penal laws, nof less injurious to 
those rights, remain unrepealed, since some 
of these laws subject to corporal punish? 



ments, or pecuniary penalties, others, as 
in the case of the Test Laws, passed in the 
reign of Charles II., subject to disgrace, 
disability, and privation of civil rights, 
persons whose only offence it is, that in 
conformity with their duty, they have ex- 
amined the doctrines of religion, and by 
such examination, have been induced to 
embrace and to profess religious opinions 
different from the doctrines of the esta- 
blished church : Your petitioners feel it to 
be their duty, humbly, but earnestly, to re- 
monstrate against the longer continuance 
of any of these intolerant laws, and they 
do, in conformity with the premises, ex- 
pressly petition this Honourable House, 
that every such unjust law may be repeal- 
ed, and the Rights of Conscience may 
thus be restored to all the subjects of this 
United Kingdom. And your petitioners 
humbly beg leave to add, that this re- 
quest, as it appears to them, is grounded 
on the most evident considerations of jus- 
tice ; and they trust, that the compliance 
of the state would yet conciliate the affec- 
tion of millions of our aggrieved fellow 
subjects,, and unite them for ever to the 
interest of the empire Under each of 
these aspects, their request claims, and 
they hope will be found to deserve, the 
assent of this Honourable House, as they 
are statesmen, anxious for the safety of 
their country, and as they are moralists, 
determined to act impartially on the rules 
of justice. But, when your petitioners 
consider farther, that every attempt to in- 
fluence men in the choice and profession of 
religion, by penal laws, whether corrupt 
or compulsive in their operation, is con- 
trary to the spirit of the gospel, and for- 
bidden by its plainest precepts in numer- 
ous passages, they hope it may be allowed 
them more particularly, and with all pos- 
sible earnestness, to intreat the members 
of this Honourable House to renounce the 
whole system of persecution, the long ac- 
cumulation of ages of barbarism and dis- 
cord, and to free an almost countless mul- 
titude of injured individuals from the 
temptation of ensnaring tests, and the 
more oppressive severities of our compul- 
sive intolerance, by the success of such sa- 
lutary councils, at once restoring concord 
and safety to the empire, and freeing the 
national church from that just reproach of 
retaining the support which persecuting 
laws may be supposed to bestow, but 
which Christianity condemns, and would 
disdain to accept. 
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JMiress of tit f tuple tailed- Quitters, to tie 

Prince Regent ; from the London Gazette, 
June 20th, 1812. 

To George Augustus, Prince Regent of the 
United Kingdom of Great' Britain and 
Ireland. 

May it please the Prince, 

Seeing, that in consequence of the la- 
mented affliction of our beloved Sovereign, 
thy father, thou art called to the high of- 
fice of administering the regal government 
of this country, we, his dutiful subjects, 
the religious' Society of Friends, are desir- 
ous of representing to thee a subject, in 
which we believe the welfare of our coun- 
try is deeply concerned. 

It is now many years since war has 
been spreading its desolation over great 
part of the civilised world; and as we be- 
lieve it to bean evil, from Which the spirit 
of the gospel of Christ would wholly de- 
liver the nations of the earth, we humbly 
petition thee v to use the royal prerogative', 
now placed in' thy hands, to take such 
early measures for the putting- a period to 
this dreadful state of devastation, ' jts we 
trust the wisdom of thy ; councils, as they 
seek for divine direction, will be enabled 
to discover. 

Impressed with a grateful sense qf the 
religious privileges we enjoy under the 
present government, we submit this highly 
important cause of suffering humanity, 
which is peculiarly near to our hearts, tp 
thy most serious consideration; and thus 
thou mayest become an honourable instru- 
ment in the hand of the Almighty', in pro- 
moting his gracious designs respecting the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

Signed in, by order, and on behalf of 
the Yearly Meeting of the said peo- 
ple, held in London, this 29th day 
of the 5th months 1812, by 

John Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year 

To which address, his Royal Highness 
was pleased to return' the following 

answer s— 

" I am deeply sensible of the calamities 
Which necessarily attend a state of war. 

" It would, therefore, be most grateful 
to my feelings, to observe such a change 
in the views and conduct of the enemy, as 
would admit of the cessation of hostilities, 
consistently with a just regard to the im- 
portant interests which have been commit- 



ted to my charge,, and which it is my in- 
dispensible duty to maintain. 

** I reflect with great satisfaction on the 
religious privileges secured to you, by the' 
wisdom and benevolence of the laws, and 
you may l rest assured of my constant pro- 
tection." 



WESTMINSTER MEETING, August 5th. 

The Resolutions were moved by Major 
Cartwright, and unanimously carried, 
as well as the petition, which was ajsj 
submitted, by him to the meeting, and 
unanimously' adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1st. — That the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer having taught us to expect, in ackK- 
tioiV to all the grievous taxes eh income, 
an early tax on capital, it is expedient to 
distinguish between these modes of taxa- 
tion. 

2d. — That fa fax income, is to take, a 
proportion of the rents or profits of "an 
estate ; to tax capital, is to take away part 
pf the estate itself. 

3d. — That a tax on capita), annually re- 
peated', must shortly take away the whole; 
of the estate. 

4th — TJuJt between the effect of taxing 
capital, and the effect of confiscation, this 
meeting is not able to distinguish. 

5thi— That although the whole of menN 
estates may be taken away by arbitrary 
taxation, yet, as neither land, nor its pro- 
duce, nor other personal property, is 
thereby annihilated, so the real effect of 
the system is, to transfer all property, real 
or personal, from the right owners to 
those who, possessing a power of arbju 
trary taxation, can take away the proper- 
ty at their pleasure. 

6th' — That - the oligarchy, which by 
usurping a great majority of the seats i^ 
the House of Commons, are become mas- 
ters of all property j and Can take it away 
at their pleasure, are, by the same means, 
beconufnftsters of- the crown and its Ex- 
chequer. 

7th — That this meeting knows but of 
one crime meriting punishment by a con- 
fiscation of their estate, of which the peo- 
ple of England have been guilty, namely, 
the crime of having too' long submitted to tax* 
at'ton without representation ; a crime of which 
they must speedily repent, or inevitably 
sink into a slavery the most abject and the 
most hopeless. 



